
The Joy of Reading
How reading to children grows comprehension and a love of reading



What are teaching when we read to children?

’There’s so much more to a book than just 

reading.’

Maurice Sendak



We need to take reading for 
pleasure and knowledge 

seriously

Reading for pleasure is the single 
most important indicator of a 
child’s success (OECD 2002)

The will influences the skill and 
vice versa (OECD 2010)



Research shows that some of our children come into school having heard 13
million words before age 4 and others have heard 45 million words.

This language gap is huge and we work hard to address this, but you can help! 

5 minutes: 400,000 words a year

21 minutes: 1,823,000 words a year

Cunningham and Stanovich - What Reading Does for the Mind (1998

Early language matters



Children and young people 
who enjoy reading are five 
times more likely to read 
above the level expected for 
their age compared with
their peers who don’t enjoy 
reading.

Findings from National Literacy Trust
Annual Survey 2019



Shared reading has a positive impact in 
children’s language development.

Talking about texts and discussing stories is
more effective at boosting children’s 

language development than a simple,
storytelling narrative style. 



What is book talk?

Talk about things that interest the children 

Curious – I wonder… what do you think …

Thinking about children’s lives and how they 
link to the book

Expansive – we have time for this

Enjoying the images and letting our 
imagination run free

About slowing down



What isn’t book talk?
Comprehension questions

Dissecting the book

One read and done



Every book has a purpose…

Cosy reads…

Enticing reads…

Out of our comfort zone… 

Classics…

Silly…

Not even a book but a poem 

or a magazine!



Poetry matters



Neil Gaiman

A book is a dream

you hold in your hands.


